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torily accounted for this marvelous chapter in war. Jackson, by a generalship that has no counterpart, whipped this great battle before he got to it. If I take what may seem to be more time than necessary in reaching the final struggle, let it be remembered that nothing like it is recorded in history.
Two thousand dead British, and less than a dozen men lost on the American side, is the wonder in war's record, the loss from the time of landing being more than 3,000.
One of the most graphic, as well as reliable, of all the writers on this eventful period is Mr. Walker, in "Jackson and New Orleans." He describes the three days between the 28th of December, 1814, and the ist of January, 1815, when the two armies were confronting each other on a level plain, as follows:
"These wily frontiersmen," continued Mr. Walker, "habituated to the Indian mode of warfare, never missed a chance of picking up a straggler or sentinel. Clad in their dusky, brown homespun, they would glide unperceived through the woods, and, taking a cool view of the enemy's lines, would cover the first Briton who came within range of their long, small-bored rifles. Nor did they waste their ammunition. Whenever they drew a bead on any object it was certain to fall. The cool indifference with which they would perform the most daring acts would be amazing.
"The plain between the two hostile camps was alive day and night with small parties on foot and horse, wandering to and fro in pursuit of adventure, on the trail of recon-noiterers, stragglers, and outpost sentinels. The natural restlessness and nomadic tendency of the Americans were here conspicuously displayed. After a while there grew up a regular science in the conduct of these modes of vexing, annoying, and weakening the enemy. Their system, it is true, is not to be found in Vauben's, Steuben's, or Scott's Military Tactics, but it nevertheless proved to be quite effective. It was as follows: A small number of each corps, being permitted to leave the lines, would start from their position,orps was brought off, and when we again began to muster twilight was approaching."h, and to form the line in the fields, the artillery was brought up and opposed to that of the enemy. But the contest was in every respect unequal, since their artillery far exceeded ours, both of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
